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Queft. 1. Hat is the formal difference of one 
Spirit from another, er what indivt- 
duates ‘em ? 

An{w». If we fhou’d go about to tell every Body 
what we mean bv Individuation,perhaps we fhou’d leave 
‘em more in the dark than we found ’em ; however, 
fince Definitions are abfolutely neceflary inall abftrufe 
Notions, we fhall do it not only for the fatisfacétion of 
fuch as can underftand it, but alfo for a clearer light 
in che prefene Queftion: Individuation (then is) the Xni- 
sy of any thing with it felf, or that whereby any thing is 
what it is. The Definition indeed is fomething dark, 
but we having already run thro’ the different Orders 
of vifible Beings, and confider’d Individuation in ’em 
all ;any one that has a mind to be farther fatisfied a- 
bout ‘em, may feea full Aniwer to it in Vol. 2. N. 8. 

wet. 1. Bur the formal Difference of Spirits is yet a 
higher task, and if ic coud be found out by Study, 
‘rwou'd deferve fometime ; but fince the Queftion is 
not refolvable by Humanity, we may refrain our fearch- 
es, nay tho’ an Angel fhou’d come and dictate the So- 
lution, it woud be unintelligible to us: All that we 
can fay in Anfwer to it, is this, that as it cannot be 
refolv’d, fo we can give our Reafons why it cannot ; 
1. Becaufe a Spiris is not tobe defind. 2. Becaufe a Spi- 
wit is immaterial. What a Spirit is, we know not, we 
can as well reprefent it by a shought as any thing elle; 
but feeing weare ignorant of its very being, its very 
ridiculous to affign the Modifications of what we know 
not. Again,the words Form and Individuation neceflarily 
fuppofe Matcer, but a Spirit being immaterial cannot 
be ty'd to fuch Terms as are adapted to matter. Hence 
when we ask, What is the formal differense of one Spirit 
fom another, or what individuates ‘em, "tis altogether as 
improper as to ask, What is thee Audibility of Sapors, or 
the vifibility of Sounds ? or plainer yet, What can thar be 
which is impoffible to be ? 

Queft. 2. Whether the Soul doth always altually think ? 

Anjw. To anfwer this Quelftion, ‘tis neceflary that 
we have a true Deftnition of the Soul, but ignorance 
of ics Nature denies that, therefore we fhan't enquire 
whether ‘tis a Cogitative Subftance, as fome wou'd have 
it, or what el(e, but what are the Effedts of it. And 
this we find to be Abfracé Ideas, Ratiocinations and Con- 
clufions ; this isthe ordinary Method of the Souls act- 
ing, and all this is by means of the Sentes, or by 
means of fome Idea formetly had by the Senfes ; 
but now to fay the Soul aéts no other way, 
or has no other Ideas but what the Senfe gives, 
is to fuppofe that Children think not at all in 
their Motiers Womb, or that the Soul is either afleep 
at its feparation from the Body, or chat it is void of 
pain or pleafure in a feparate State ; but that every 
one denies, and by confequence grant that the Soul 
thinks then, for ‘tis impoffible to refent any thing 
without thinking: In fine, we muft either conclude 
that the Sou! is tonetimes afleep, unactive, nay not a 
Soul, or elfe char ic is always thinking, chat being as 
Natural co a Soul as Vegetation to Vegetables. 


Relat. About a fortnight or three weeks, or fome 
fuch time, before the Death of any perion in the Fa- 
mily, there is an Appearance vulgarly called a Fetch- 
light, or a Dead Mans Candle, fo denominated, I pre- 
fume, from the form or figure of a Candle in which 
it prefents ic felf. It is obferv’d to come firft from 
the Bed whereonthe Perfon whofe Death is thereby 
fignified, isto die, aud thence to move into all other 
Chambers of the Honfe where the Body fhall be car- 
ried, either to be Coffin’d, to lye in State, or, Gc. and 
to reft for fome {mall ipace at each of thofe places 
where the dead Body is to be laid, thence to move 


———— 


the very fame way, and about the fame diftance from 
the ground as the Body is to be carried untill it comes 
to the Chtirch; it obferves with fich exaétnels the 
motion of the Body, that fome perfons who have feem 
thefe Lights, and afterwards the Body carried to the 
Grave, affirm, that now and then they took notice 
that the Light halted for a fhort time, in the very 
fame place or places where tl. Body was afterwards 
ftopt either to chatige Bearers, or upon fome other oc- 
cation ; to fatisfie you further with what precifenefs 
this Light imitates, and as it were Apes the motion of 
the Body, I fhall give you this inftance from the mouth 
of a Gentleman of vevgtonabile Credit, ncw in this 
Town. He was fome Years ago in Bed at a Relations 
houfe in Carmarthen-fbire, and being fully awake about 
One or two of the Clock in the morning, he obferv'd 
a Light to eome intothe room, at the door which was 
on the left hand as he lay; it came not immediately 
On the Bed on that fide which was next the door, bat 
moved round the Bed, and came upon it on the other 
lide which was fartheft trom the door, whereas it 
might have come at that fide which was nextthe door ; 
after this it fix'd upon that part of the Quilt which 
lay on his Breaft, and after a fhort ftay went out of 
the room. About a Fortnight after a Gentleman dy- 
ed inan upper room inthe houfe, and the Gentlewo- 
man of the houfe ( knowing nothing of this Light ) 
order'd the Body to be brought down into this Cham- 
ber, and the perfon who had feen this Light hapned 
to be chen alfo there, and obferv’d the Servants to 


pear. Dr. Nicholfon, after Bifhop of Gloce/ter, and Bi- 
fhop Taylor, who both lived in Carmarthen-fhire, could 
not believe chat there were fuch things, untill after- 
wards they were convinc’d by Ocular demonftration, 
as they chemfelves own’d. There was a Man that 
ufed to keep late hours in coming home, who fre- 
quently faw chem, and particularly one Night ac- 
quainted the Family that he had feen five or fix move 
at fome diftance from one another over gich a Moor 
near che Church ; they feem’d to queftion the Truth 
of his feeing fo many at once, but about 3 weeks or a 
month after, he call’d his Brother out of the houle, and 
fhew'd him fo many Bodies as he had feen Candies at 
that time, carrying to be interi’d all at once in fight. 
Thete Lights have been {een co reft in Highways where 
fome men afterwards dyed, and upon tne face of wa- 
ter where fome one was afterwards drown’d, as allo 
upon Trees where men hang’d chemielves. I dare not 
take upon me to affrrm that theie Lights are feen no 
where elfe, but I affure you I could never hear thar 
they ever appear'd in any place out cf the Bifhioprick 
of St. Davids, nor in any part of that fo frequently, 
if at all, asin the County of Carmarthen, where there 
is hardly any one dies, but fome one or other fees 
his Light or Candle. Now Gentlemen, for my part 
I can find no Reafon either in Nature or Relizion for 
this, and therefore I’ve had it long in my thoughts to 
defire yours upon ic, and upon the whole ftace of the 
cafe then I put thefe Queftions : 

Queft. 1. What the Nature of thefe Lights is ? 

2. To what end they appear, fince they are never (as I 
could hear ) feen by thofe whofe Death they portend, bur by 
others, 

. How this Phenomenon comes to be confin'd to the Dio- 
ces of St. Davids, and for the moft part, if not altogetber, te 
she County of Carmarthen ? 

Anja. 


Anfw. We wou'd defire the Querift that he wou'd 
add to this particular Relation, an account of the 
time of thefe Fetch-lights appeasing 5 if ’tisin che night 
only, we may fuppofe it to be natural, as Will-ith- 
wilp, Sec. which are common in all Marfhy places in 
England ; if in the day-time, ‘tis unnatural ; till we 
hear agaia we fuspend our Judgments, promifing our 
Thoughts upo# the next information. 


Queft. 4. Whether there be any Liquid {o buoyant as to 
bear up an Eze, or any thing whofe Gravity fhalt be more 
than the like Quantity of the {ame Liquid ? 

Anfw. No To give a fuller Anfwer, wou'd be 
more than the Author of this Query cou’d expect, if 
he refleéts what a fcurrilous Pretace there was to 1t ; 
but this only by the by, to let the Author know, 
that as we are below refentments, fo we are above 
the requital of an Affront. The Reafon then 
is this. Where Bodies are Tenuious or lax, by reafon of 
the Soluble adhefipn of their particles, as are all 
Fluids, experiment fhows that in a mixture of fuch 
Bodies, the more grofs and heavy parts iubfide and 
prefs through the reft towards their Center: Thus 
in a Viol fill’'d with feveral forts of Liquids, as is ve- 
ry common in your Apochecaries Fuleps, and other Li- 
quid Compofitions, if you fhake the Glafs there's a 
mixture ef all together, which as it fettles you'll 
find *em feparate, and the lighteft, as Oyl, ec. will 
mount uppermott; not that it woud not tend to the 
Center as weil as the reft, bute becaufe the other be- 
ing heavier, force their way through the lighter, and 
there being no penetration of Bodies, they are forced 
upwards. This is the Reafon why any Glafs or Vei- 
fe] full of Liquor, runs over when you put any Bo- 
dy into it that is heavier than the fame quantity of 
the Liquor into which it is put. But the Queftion 
yet recurrs, What is the occafion of all Bodies tending te- 
swards the Center? To which we anfwer, that our Mo- 
dern Virtuolo’s fay, tis from a preffure of the Atmof- 
phere, which prefling always dowaward toward the 
Center of the Earth, it takes all Bodies along with 
it; and fuch as are the leaft porous, as Gold, Silver, 
Iron, ¢gc. fall, or to {peak properly are prefs’d down 
fafter than other Bodies, becaufe the Atmo(phere can 
take fafter hold of ‘em, being folid, whereas it pier- 
ces and flies through the other, being loofer and more 
expanded ; but tho’ this reafon has fomething of plau- 
fibility, we are {ure ‘tis erroneous, till the Patrons of 
this fine thought tell us what it is that alfo preflesdowa 
the Amofphere, befides other Objections which we fhall 
foon take occafion. to treat more largely of ; but the 
Queftion however is anfwer’d by the Experiment 
above. 

Queft. 5. My Wife kept Company three months with an 
il Man, by whom fhe received an Injury, but revealing of 
itto me I freely forgave ber, {par'd no coft for a Chyrur- 

geon, and kepe it private ; which Clemency fhe infulted o- 
ver, and {till kept him Company abroad, nay when I found 
is out hy undoubted Witrs ls, fhe again and again deny d 
it; this ivcensd me againjt any farther reconsiliation, and 
being willing to part with her privately, I gave ber three 
days notice to provide ber wearing Apparel, but fhe refus'd 
it till I forced her awiy: The vext day came two of her 
Friend: to moderate the 7j1:ter, 20 whom I confented again, 
and received her the fame Night, but the day following 
( being the 29th. of daft January ) I was decoy'd to a 
Breakfajt, and in my abjence fhe ran away with all my 
Plate ; I am threatned by her Friends to be Ruin’d, and 
do expe to be run in Debt by ber, fhe being in South- 
wark, and likewife I am afraid of a decay in Trade, 
(keepirg a publick Houle :) I pray your advice in this fad 

4nfe. The firftthing you do, put her into the Ga- 
getie, «oclaring for Reafons beft known to your felf, 
that no one give Creditto her, either as to Money or 
Commodities, as allo give notice that all your Credi- 
cors (if any) do forthwith in fome thort time bring in 
all their Bills, Bonds, Obligations, 7c. to whom you 
now ‘tand indebted. Allo for preventing other Mif- 
chiefs, end usin the Names of fuch perfons, the place, 


where they live, and their — whom yeu Mf. 
pect of any ill defign, and you fhall hear further from 
us. As for the words, or amy other Advice, if 
eg come to our Bookfeller, we'll affift you fur. 
ther. 

Quefh. 6. Are there Mathematicians of your Society, and 
if 2 Queftion in Algebra fhould be propefed, would you an- 
{wer it Analitically ? 

Anfw. If you pleafe to make tryal, we'll anfwer you, 
or own our ignoranee. 

Queft. 7. Whether 4 Perfon eowcluding his private de. 
vetions with the Lords Prayer, is to fay Our Father, or My 
Father ? 

Anfw. Read Fobn 17. 21, 22,23. and you'l be fatisi- 
edthat you Ought to repeat Our Father. 


i TX we may effeftually make good our firft Promife of 4n. 
Swering all manner of Queftions [ent us, we de Ige 10 pring 
an APPENDIX to be added to every five Vollumes of our 

Athenian Mercury, whith faid Appendix fhal con[ift of 120 fheess, 

and contaia Anfwers 10 alt thofe ingenious Queftions and Oceurren- 

ces, Kc. which we have not room to snfert esther in exr 18 weekly 

Mercuries or 12 Numbers that compleat ‘em, or Supplements 10 “em, 

which faid Supplements are now to contain Anfwers to Queftion;, 

as well as the Rarities of England, gc. This is therefore to defire alt 
eur Querifts t¢ continue fending in their Queftions as formerly te 

Smiths Coffee-houlein Stocks-Market, and when we have received 

ueftions enough ( with what we have already by us ) to fill up the 
foremention*d Appendix, we fball give publick Notice thereof. Te 
carry on this great and difficuls Work, we bave im our Sociesy feveral 

Cambridge and Oxtord Scholars, on purpose to render our Underta- 

king compleat, and to give full fatis fattion to all our Querifts. To the 

Appendix bere promis*d we fhall add an Alphabetscal Table, compre. 

hending she Contents of alt our Mercuries ahd Supplements. 


* * That Gentleman that fent word he has feveral 
Poems, and other remarkable things by him in re. 
ference to thofe that fuffer’d in the Weft, 8c. is 
defired to fend ’em with all {peed to Folm Dunten 
at the Raven in the Poultrey, we having already 
receiv d feveral Occurrences to compleat che Bloody 
Affizes, Bec. willfoon have it in the Prefs. 


*.* The Fifth Volume of the Atheninn Mercury is 
now publifh’d, refolving all the moft Nice and Curieus 
Queftions propes’d by the Ingentous of either Sex, from 
Tue{day December rt. to Saturday Fanuery 30th. 169r. 
Price 25.64. This Fifih Volume is neatly done up in 
Marble Paper, with a Gereral Title, Preface and In- 
dex to it. Printed for Fohn Dunten ac the Ravenin the 
Poultrey ; where are to de hai the Firft, Second, Third 
and Fouth Volumes of the Athenian Mercury ; (and the 
Sipplements to ’em ) andalfo * * Pvetace, Index and 
12 Numbers alone th:: complec: «he fir 18 Numbers 
of the Fifth Volum, or anv of the fazle Mercuaies 
fromche firft publication ¢» -his rime. 


@uasesses 


Govercitcareits, 


oF He Good Old Caufe: Or the Divine 

Captaiw Characteriz’d. Ina Sermon 
not preach,d, nor needful to be preach’d in 
any place fo proper! as in a Camp. By 
Edmund Higckering’, Rector of the Rectory 
of All Saints in Coichefter,Printed for $. Dunton 
at the Ravez in the Poultrey. 


*.* The New Wifh, in two Parts. To the Tune of 
the former With, If I tive to grow old- Printed for The. 
Burdet. 


The Ladies Queftion will be anfwered next Tuefday, 
and the Poetical Queftions next Saturday. 


iil Some confiderable time fince we received a final! 
piece of Fire-Turfe, in order to make an Experiment, 
we defire the fame Opportunity again, together with che 
Name of the place whence it comes. 


His: is to give Notice, That Dr. Cafarelli an Italian Mi- 
nifter, will preach every Sunday ia the Afternoon at 
Guild-hall Chappel, continuing mext sunday of this prefens 
February, where will alfo be Prayers according to the ujage 
and Liturgy of the Church of England. 
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LONDO N, Printed for Job Bunton at the Reves in the Ponttrey. 1692. 
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